566                      SOUTH-EASTERN EUROPE              Part III D

"unending, and ever more desperate, political warfare against Croat
autonomists at home,1 Serb secessionists in Bosnia,2 and Serb irre-
dentists beyond the frontiers of the Dual Monarchy.

Fortunately, the Recording Angel was able to teach these lessons to
two South-East European nations in 1934 without having to plunge
Europe and the World into another General War; and this profound
and auspicious difference between the respective situations in 1934
and in 1914 can be accounted for by three considerations. In the first
place, in 1934 the memory of the last General War was so fresh, and
its effects stifl so gruesomely apparent, that even those countries
whose Governments were ostensibly' martial' and whose philosophies
were officially 'heroic * had really no stomach, at the time, for another
fight. In the second place, the quarrel between Hungary (with her
Italian patroness) on the one side and Jugoslavia (with her South-
East European allies and French patroness) on the other side was
already 'a back number' since the reappearance of the German cat
within pouncing-distance of all these skirmishing mice. With this
rejuvenated feline monster just round the corner, the larger mice were
determined not to fight each other, and the smaller mice could not
dream of fighting all by themselves. In the third place, the sounder
sense and better feeling of mice and men had succeeded, during the
sixteen years which had elapsed since the Armistice of 1918, in laying
the foundations of the League of Nations; and accordingly Jugo-
slavia's inevitable attack upon Hungary took the pacific form of a
constitutional appeal to an international institution which had not
yet been conceived at the moment, rather more than twenty years
back, when Austria-Hungary had precipitated the General War of
1914-18 by delivering an ultimatum.

Jugoslavia's appeal was conveyed in a letter3 of the 22nd Novem-
ber, 1934, from the Jugoslav Government to the Secretary-General
of the League, in which the plaintiff's accusation and request were
presented as follows:

The results of the inquiry undertaken as a result of the assassination
of His Majesty King Alexander of Jugoslavia and of the IVench Foreign

1  Under the pre-war constitution of Hungary, Croatia- Slavortia already en-
joyed a large measure of home rule, with a local parliament of its own at
Zagreb; but it was artificially and purposely isolated from the adjoining Jugo-
slav provinces of Krain, the Kiistenland and Dalmatia, which were lands of
the Austrian and not of the Hungarian Crown, as well as from Bosnia, which
was under an Austro-Hungarian condominium.

2  Half the burden of repressing the Jugoslav national movement in Bosnia
in the pre-war period was borne by the Hungarian Government, since Bosnia
was under an Austro-Hungarian condominium.

3  Text in League of Nations Official Journal, December 1934, pp. 1765-6.